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“Gaus is a sensitive storyteller who matches 
his cadences to the measured pace of Amish

 life, catching the tensions among the village’s
 religious factions.”

—Marilyn Stasio, The New York Times Book Review
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The Amish-Country Mysteries 
by P.L. Gaus

If you like looking for bargains at factory 
outlet stores, you owe your shopping 
experience to fine stockings!  Yes, if it wasn’t 

for the Berkshire Knitting Mill of Reading, PA 
we could have never come to know the pleasure, 
and thrift, of shopping for name brands at outlet 
centers.  
In 1970, It was M.O. Lee - the President of 
VF Corporation at the time - who suggested 
holding a public sale one Saturday morning 
to clear out excess inventory at the Berkshire 
Mill.  The mill had become famous for making 
some of the finest and in-demand hosiery, but 
even such a premium brand ended up with a 
little extra supply on hand now and then.  The 
day of the sale, merchandise completely sold 
out, even though the only advertising had been 
word of mouth.  The store was so busy that even 
Lee bagged merchandise and manned the cash 
register.  “You could see his mind working,” 
said John Jackson, merchandise manager of 
Intimate Apparel at the time.  “He was thinking 
he could make the store bigger.   We just had 
a drop cloth on the back wall, and we kept 
moving it back.”  Pleased and surprised at the 
success of the sale, Lee scheduled a bigger 
one for two weeks later, with merchandise 
brought in from other VF sources.   That sale 
was even more successful, and the VF Outlet 
business was launched.  Selling Berkshire and 
Vanity Fair surplus products, the factory store 
was 5,000 square feet, with only a drop cloth 
separating it from the manufacturing facility.  
VF Corporation - which opened the store in 
1970 - was one of the earliest outlet operators, 
and opened the first outlet center in the country, 
in Reading, Pennsylvania.  
Today, you’ll find that VF Outlet stores have 
evolved from only offering excess inventory to 
offering customers much more!    The original 
VF Outlet Center is still ready to welcome 
you in Reading, PA.  Of course, now there are 
countless name-brand stores, superb dining 
options, and plenty of exciting services that 
weren’t available 40 years ago, so even if you’ve 
been to VF Outlet before, you owe it to yourself 
to check off some of your Holiday shopping list 
where the Outlet Center was born.  
You can find more information, as well as driving 
directions, online at www.vffo.com.  You can also 
call 610-378-0408.  The outlet center is open from 
9:30am to 9:00pm Monday through Saturday, and 
10:00am to 6:00pm on Sundays.  


